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MINUTES OF SPECIAL HEETING
OF THE

STATE I./ATER CONSERVATI ON COI.IH I SS I ON

Held in Bismarck, North Dakota on
October 15, 1962

Forks

I,IEMBERS PRESENT:

Governor tri l l ¡am L. Guy, Chai rman
0scar Lunseth, Vice Chairman, Member from Grand
l,ril liam l,l. Corwin, Member f rom Fargo
Henry Steinberger, Member from Donnybrook
Einar Dahl, Hember from Watford Cíty
Math Dahl , Commiss ioner, Agricul ture and Labor,
R. P. Gal lagher, Hember from Mandan
Hiìo l,l. Hoisveen, Chief Engineer and Secretary,

B i smarck

State Engineer, Bismarck

OTHERS PRESENT:

Frank M. Rose, Eismarck, Lignite Electric Power Cooperative
l.Jm. t'lisdow, Des Hoines, Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Leland G. Uìmer, Mandan, Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Conrad Bìomberg, Bismarck, Basin Electric Power Cooperative
llm. E. Tronrnershausen, Bouìder, Colorado, Bas in Electric Power Cooperative
Art Jones, Britton, South Dakota, Basin Electric Power Cooperative
John P. Rossie, Denver, Colorado, Basin Electríc Power Cooperative
James L. Grahl, Bismarck, Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Gordon Potter, Bismarck, Court Reporter
Don Reeder, Bismarck, Associated Press

The meeting was called to order by Governor
Guy, w¡th the fol ìowing members present: Commissioners Einar Dahì, Hath Dahl,
Steinberger, Corwin, Lunseth, Gal ìagher and Secretary Hoisveen.

APPR0VAL 0F MINUTES 0F lt was moved by Commissioner Math Dahl and
pctober g, 1962 seconded by Conmissioner Corwin that the read-

ing of the minutes of Octobêr 9, be d¡spensed
with and they be approved as printed. Motion carried.

TJATER RIGHT #1039 Commissioner Lunseth moved that in view of
Basin Electric Power the report of the State Engineer that there
Cooperative is ample water for the amounts requgsted in

the appl ications of the Lignite Electric
Power Cooperative and the Basin Electric Power Cooperative that â water right
be granted to the Basin Electric Power Cooperative for 30,000 acre-feet consumP-
tive use and 970,000 acre-feet circulatory use for industrial purposes. The
mot ion was seconded by Conmiss ioner Corwin and carried.

The Bas in Eìectric Aroup left the meet ing.

NIAGARA DAM The Viìlage of Niagara depends on the Niagara
Dam for its municipal water supply. The dam

h,as originally constructed by a railroad company as a source of supply for loco-
motive use. The current condition of the dam is such that it would erode the
embankment with flow from spring runoff or a heavy rain which would result in a
total failure. Niagara wouìd then be without a hrater supply. The cost of re-
pairing this dam would be approximately $3200 to $3800. The Village of Niagara
has indicated that it would be able to meet its share of the cost. The Conmís-
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sionb share wcruld be between $1600 and $l!00. lt was moved by Conmissíoner
Math Dahl and seconded by Commissioner Lunseth that the Commission approve the
construction c,f Niagara Dam not to exceed $1900. llotion carried.

SYKEST0N DAM The State t/ater Conservation Conmission has
had this dam under survei I lance during the

past construction season. lt tlas to have been constructed this past surmer; how-
ever, an earlier commitment made it necessary for the State l,/ater Commission to
move its equipment to Short Creek Dam near Columbus, North Dakota before the
frost wes out of the ground. lt was the belief of the Conrnission that this pro-
ject could be completed early in the season. l,Je believed vúe could then start the
Sykeston job. A delay occurred because of technicalities with the Federal Fish
and h/iìdlífe and construction of Short Creek Dam was not started until in
August. The Sykeston Dam was delayed because the easements were not signed
until 0ctober l. lt was felt that that was ratherlate to start this project as
much activity would be extended into the season which would involve heating,
covering and the protection of the concrete being placed in the structure. tle
have notif ied the [.Jel ls County ]Jater Conservation and Flood Control D¡str¡ct
that they will be required to pay an extra $3000, which is the estimated cost
for heating and protecting the concrete. The l,/ells Gounty l,later Conservation
and Flood Control District agreed .to take on that responsibil ity if the Cormission
would commence work immediately. They also agreed to go ahead and sign the con-
tract with the contractor. The Conmissionrs portion of this activity wil I be to
furnish the engineering, construction supervision and wi I I be responsible for
the concrete construction. The Game and Fish, The llater Conservation Commissíon
and. the lJells County l,Jater Conservation and Flood Control District are sponsors
of the project. The project costs will approximate $42,000 d.ívided between the
three participants, plus an addítional $3000 to be paid by the tlel ìs County
l.later Conservation and Flood Control D¡strict. lt was moved by Conmissioner
Lunseth and seconded by Conmissioner Math Dahl that the State Engineer be author-
ized to proceed with the Sykeston Dam. llotion carried.

LAKE AL I CE-CHA I N LAKES l,rATER Secreta ry Ho i sveen i nf ormed the Corm iss i oners
CONSERVATI0N Alt|D FL00D CONTROL that the State llater Conservation Cor¡rniss ion
DISTRICT had been working with the Chain Lakes D¡str¡ct

over a period of years. There has been some
i,ncompatibiì it'y tr¡th¡n the District itself . An agreement was made with the
Federal Fish and LJildlife Service at one time to hold the water at Lake Alice as
close as possil¡le to elevation 1442. The district nour feels they would ì ike to
reduce the ìevrrl of the lake to approximately l44l to permit some of the spring
runoff to flow into the reservoir. l,lhen the water ís high it spreads over a con-
siderable acreage not covered by easements. Endeavors have been made, in the
past, to get some type of agreement with the Federal Fish and l,lildl ife to in-
stall a structure between the t$ro lakes, whích has, to date, not been successful.
The Federal Fish and t,l¡ldlife desire to see the Corps finance the plan. Secre-
tary Hoisveen recommended that a gate be installed so the flow could be reduced,
thereby alleviating some of the flooding that might occur next year. lt was
suggested that the Chain Lakes lrlater Conservation and Flood Control District
write the Federal Físh and tr¡ldlife and make their needs known to the¡n. Secre-
tary Hoisveen :;tated that the Commission should cooper.ate with the locaì board
in putting în a gate to lower Lake Aìice this fall. This would require an expen-
diture of approximately $1500 which would be matched locally. lt was moved by
Commissioner Hath Dahl and seconded by Commissioner Lunseth that the State
Engineer be authorized to ploceed with the construction of a gate at the outlet
of Lake Alice. Motion carriled
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STATE I{,ATER C0NSERVATION lt was suggested that the State lJater Conser-
CoMt'tlSSl0N MEETING - vation Cornmission hold its November meeting
VALLEY CITY, NOVEMBER ì4 in Vaìley City at the same time as the North

Dakota Water Users Convention. Accomodations
have been made for the Commission members at the Flickertail lnn. lt was
agreeable to the Conmission members to hold their next meeting in Valley City
on November 14. The suggested hour is 2:00 p.m.

S0lL C0NSERVATI0N SERVICE Commissioner Steinberger informed the Conrnis-
PROGRAM s ioners that he had been approached by Hr.

Lyness Lloyd, State Conservationist for the
U.S. Soil Conservation Service, relative to appearing before the next meeting
of the State l,J,ater Commission, to show the Con¡mission the progress that has been
made by his ag,ency under Publ ic Law 566. lt was agreed that an invitatíon would
be extended to Mr. Lloyd for some future meeting of the State l,Jater Conservation
Conrniss ion. D¡fficulty might be encountered in giving Mr. Lloyd sufficient
time at the Valley Cíty meeting for a presentation of any length.

FOREST RIVER PROJECT Governor Guy requested information on the
Forest River Project. Secretary Hoisveen

stated that th'=re was a problern relative to the Forest River Project and that
the report on Èhe project had been attached to the minutes of September 27. The
Cormission wiì I be in on the basic planning of projects in the future. One of
the problems oF the Forest Ríver Project relates to rights of way, as some of
the farmers ar,3 objecting to their land being taken. Others object because of
severances frorn once adjacent land and the inconvenience in travel required in
their farm operations. lt uras stated that there would probably be a greater
number of obje,:tors with just as valid reasons if other possibìe alternative
routes vúere to be util ized.

PRoPoSED 1963 LEGISLATI0N Secretary Hoisveen informed the CoÍmissioners
that Hr. Cooper , l'1r. Fredr ickson and the

Secretary had ¡¡ttended the Natural Resources Subcommittee of the Legislative
Research Conmiltee on proposed changes in the Ì{ater laws of the State. Severaì
bills have been prepared for presentation to the Legislature when it convenes
in January. Tlre Cormissioners requested that copies of these bills be forwarded
to them so the'/ would have an opportunity to go over them before the next meet-
ing. (Copies of the bills h,ere mailed to the Commission members.)

PERMITS FOR trEl-L DRILLERS The Commissioners discussed the advisabil ity
AND SElSMOLOGll;TS of requesting wel I dril lers and seismologists

to secure permits before dri I I ing in North
Dakota so as to have a record of the work being done in North Dakota. lt was
suggested thêt the Secretary contact Dr. Laírd relative to this problem.

There beíng no further business, the meeting
adjourned at l:l:4! p.m.

Respectfu I I y subm i tted,

n% il.
ATTEST:

Governo r

Sec reta ry


