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STATE I{AßR CONSERVATIOìI CO}IMISSION

l{Lnuree of lGetfng
HeId ln Lake Metlgoehe Boy Scout Gmp

August 17, 1955

A regular meeting of the North Dakota State water Conservatlon Comiseion
waa called to order on Auguet 17, 1955, aÈ the Leke Metfgoshe Boy Scotrt C¡op toconsider regular buslnesg EatÈers and to dlscuee the propoeed lete HetigoEheproject. The meetíng was preceded by a ætor launch loui of Lake Ìletfgõehe.
The followfng were present:

UEUBERS OF STA1E T{AIER CONSERVATION ION

Curtie Oleon, Vfce-Chafrmen, ìlember fron Valley Cfty
A. M. Chrlst,ensen, llember from Mfnot
Oscar Luneeth, l,tenber from Grand Forks
Math Dahl, l{enber from Bignårck, Co"-'igsloner of Agrleulture and LaborEinar H. Dahl, Member fron Itetford Ctty
Ìtllo I{. llolsveen, secretary and chfef EngÍneer, state Engfneer

ONTERS PEBSENT AT THE }IEETING:

J. G. Cowan, DePuty Ìllnlster, Department of Mines and Natural Resources,
Manitoba provlncial Governuent, I{lnnlpeg, Manftoba

B. B. Hogarth, DlrecÈor, lilater Reeources Braneh, I{innlpeg, t{anftobaLt. Governor C. P. Dahl, Cooperstown
Rep. l.larttn Ufnje, Bottineau
H. R. Morgan, Stete Ga¡e and Flsh Comlssl.oner, BÍenr¡rck .
Harlan Ergklne, DÍetrict Englneer, u. s. Geologfcal survey, BfemarckIl. H. Fuller, secretary, Lake Metfgoehe rnprovenent AssocfatLon, Minot
Aluer Llndberg, Bottfneau County Comfssloner, Bottineau
Edgar Moe, Mlnot
Ed Hanrey, Mlnot
Glynn H. North, Attorney, Deloraine, Manltoba
Fred J. Fredrfckson, Planning Coordinetor, State lÍater Gonsenratlon CornntsslsnI'fr. Cordy, Bottlneau
J. C. EaÈon, Minot
Tín Anderson, Granvflle
Richard Ol.um, Chalrrnan, Eaton project, Tolmer
Senator Harvey B. lhudson, Mayvll le
Rep. Oecar J. Sorlle, Buxton
Rep. Harvey C. f{ambhelm, Hetton

The meeÈint was called to order at 11 225 a.m. by Vtce-Chairnan GurtÍs
Olson wÍth Comissioners A. l,l. Christenaen, Oscar Lunaèth, llath Dahl, EfnarH. Dahl, Plannfng Coordinator Fred J. Fredrlcheon, Secretary MÍlo I{. Hoisveen
and the Lake l{etlgoshe delegatfon present.

It wae moved by Co,ufssíoner Oscar Luneeth, and seconded by CmiseÍonerA. tl. christensen, rhat Èhe mlnutes of the meeting held on July lb, 1955, beapproved. All comtssloners voted aye and the ootion cerríed.

It was mved by ComÍeeLoner A. l,f. Chriatensen, and seconded by Couls-sioner l,fath Dahl, Èhat the Ffnanclal statenents for July, Lgsj, be aplroved

I
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and flled trn the offfce of the Stete I,later Conservatlon Comrission. All Con-

mlssfonera voted aye and the motion carried.

Secretary Milo t{. Hofsveen stated that Lake lGtlgoshe, which Ís locaÈed
fn the Turtle l{ountal.ns approximotely 15 mlles north of Bottfneau, fs eurrently
enJoying a perlod of lush years as a resorÈ eree Ln vfen of the fact thaÈ auple
r,rãolf iroo- raln and snon has been available to keep the ¡rater level neer or
ebove the spillwey crest of.2r]-3B feet. It was eBtlneted that the Present ProP-
erty value in the vicfnl.ty of Lake l{etfgoshe approximates $1,250,000, including
the eatíueted 5OO cabins along the shorellne fn the Unlted States and Canada.

Lake l{ettgoshe, which covers 1520 surface acres, ls an fnternational problem in
vl.ew of the fact that a Portion of the leke extende lnto Canada.

It was pofnted out by Secretary Hoiaveen that ln 1931 the Stete Engtneer
Department made topographfc surveye of Lake Metlgoshe and a portlon of the Rost
LaLe dratnage area relatlve to a posslble storage resen¡olr for use in replen'
Lshtng receã1ng waters ln Dletfgoshe. In 1953 the State I{ater Conservatfon Com-

nlealãn obtalned supplemental surveys conslstLng of proffles between Canadlan
and A¡oerfcan lakes for the study of drainage and reservoir poseibilities. A

reconnaLssance Bun ey of the CanadLan drainage aree to Lake lletlgoshe was also
made. Secretary Hofsveen reported that the Lake l{ettgoshe drainage area ePProx-
t¡ates only 37 squere miles of whích a conslderable portlon lies in Canada.

The proJect, as proposed by the.state Water Coneervatlon Cmissfon, calle
for storing weter 1n the Rost Leke ReEervolr for uee ln stabllfzing the level of
Lake Metlgõstre during perlods of inadequate precipitatlon. The reEer¡roir nould
be filled through the dlveraion of water from the Sharpe Lake and the Rost Lake
drainage ereea. The estLneted cost of the proJect ls S52'000-00.

According to the plan, a dam would be consÈructed bet¡teen Lake lletfgoshe
and Schoql Sectfon Lake wfth the resultfng reserrrol.r lnundatlng 808 acres aE the
Èop reservofr elevatlon of 21155. Ilhen the reservoir reached thfs depth lt would
be 17.0 feer hlgher than Lake l{etigoshe. The dralnage area feedlng thfs proposed
reservolr constitutes 11 square miles. The total storege capacity nould be 7 

'463acre feet.

Secretary Holsveen pofnted out thet approxl.mately 16 square mlles in Can-

ada contrlbute weter to Lake lletlgoshe through Lake Dronore. Sharpe Lake has a

surface area of 717 acrea and would provide an ldeal regervofr site for storlng
rrater in years of runoff. The U. S. Geologloal Survey hae deter:ufned through
the use oi gagtng stettons thaÈ 7 ,736 acte feet of rraÈer entered Lake Metigoshe
fron Lake Dromore durlng the 1953-55 water year and 2,303 acre feet entered frou
School Sectlon Leke during the same perlod. In 1931 and 1932 evaporetlon records
kept by the State Engl.neer's offfce ghowed |.lr.et 22 lnchee of evaporation occurred
off Lake l{etlgoehe per Year.

Accordfng to Secretary Holsveen, Rost Lake would constltute the primary
reeervofr; however, through the constructfon of a dfversLon structurer lrater
could be diverted frm Sharpe Lake lnto RosE l,eke. Secretary Holsveen potnted
out that evaporatlon would not be ao Breat 1f Rost Lake was used as the reser-
volr fn place of spreadlng the yaÈer over two reservolre. The cost of the Roet
Lake project epproxlmatee $29,700.00. The accomplfetuent of a canal eystem
wlth the necessary control structures sould add about $231000.00 to the cost
of the proposed proJect.

Harlan Ersktne, DfstrÍct Englneer for the U. S. Geologfcal Survey'
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teporÈed Èhet the U. S. Geological Survey has been worklng cooperatlvely with
the State l{ater ConservatÍon Cou¡lesfon ln an etteDPt to obtaln nore fnforma-
tton pertalnlng to the trater yfeld 1n the Tr¡rtle Mountaln aree. l{r. Erskine
reported that ã gagfng statlon we6 estebllehed at the "Ì.{ald of l'loonshlne" brfdge
thåt eonputed the ouÈflow dlscharge from Lake Metigoshe, ae well es the inflo¡
records. Gagee were also stationed at School Section Lake and Lake Dromre.
ttr. Ersklne ãaid rhat resulte fron theee geges have shorm that aPProxfmately
one-half of the flo¡r lnto Lake Mettgoshe cones frou the Lake Dromore eree whlle
approxl.mately 15 per cent originatee in the Rost Lake dralnage area. He also
pàinred out that Lake Dronore ls actually the saæ elevatlon as Lake lletfgoahe
ànd that the channel connecÊing the two lakes can be navfgated except for a
gunken bridge. It rraa llr. Erekine'e oplnlon that the Lake Dronore area could
be developed 1f Èhe connectfng channel was lmproved.

J. C. Cowan, IÞputy lllnlster, IÞpartment of Ìllnes and Natural Resot¡rcee,
llanftoba Provlncfal Governuent, c@enÈed that it see not poesfble to deffnitely
pledge l.lanitobars part,lclpatlon ln thls proJect untll the proPosed proJect reaches
a nore deflnfte stage. It was l,lr. Co¡ranrs oplnlon that his government wquld not
be adveree to the proposed project lf an eppllcatlon rtas nade by the Unlted State8
ProPonents.

H. R. Dlorgan, State Gene and Fish Comlssloner, pointed out thaË ffshlng
plays a tremendous pert ln the developnent of a lake for recreational facÍlítles.
He etated thet the Game and Flsh Departænt Le very interested ln mafntafning
the level of the lake at approxfmaÈely the present elevatfon so Èhet lt wtll
adequately sustain flshllfe over the years. Èlr. Morgan averred that the Geme

and Fish lÞpartment ¡¡ould particlpaÈe fn the project lf and when tt becomes a

real fÈy.

Vlce-Chafu:m¿n Curtls Olson lnforued thoge present Èbat the Stete llater
ConservatLon Cmrl.scfon is ltulted in lta pertlcipation ln euch projects, mak-
ing it necessery for local proponente of the proJect to share [n the co8ts.
Vfce-Chafrr¡an Olson stated that eince it is necesoary for the Comleelon to
deal with soæ other egency in such proJects, 1t would be advisable for the
local proponents to foru a water conservatlon and flood conÈrol dlatrlct.

Secretary Mtlo I{. Ilolsveen briefly outllned'the procedure pertafntng
to Èhe fomatfon of a water conse¡xratfon and f lood control district. He polnted
our thet a dietrict would afford the proponents a legal entlty wlth ¡rhlch they
could deal wlth varlous ageneies for the constructlon of the proposed project.
This entity would peruit the dietrLct to levy a tax on all taxable Property
wlthin lts boundarles on the basls of 3 nllls. It aleo provides that speclal
assess¡ents can be levled againet all beneflted property within the dieÈríct.
Secretary lloisveen stated that, the dtstrfct could be forned by the State t{ater
CongenTatlon Comissfon upon petitfon by the county comnfssfoners or a majorÍty
of the freeholdera. After the creation of the distrlct, a board of cormlsslon-
ers Ls then appofnted by the county courLssioners to carÐ' on the functlons of
the disrrlct.

It was the oplnlon of Fred J. Fredrlckson, Planning Coordinator for the
Stete 1{eter Conservatíon Couriselon, that lf the entlre counEy f.s affected and

could be lncluded ln the dlstrict, many of the access roade leadlng to the l,ake

could be fmproved through the use of funde ralaed by the dlttrict. llr. Fred-
rÍckeon also polnted out that tf Èhe entire counÈy Is lncluded ln the dlstrlct
lÈ would afford consfderably more money for the proJect.

Representatlve l{artfn Vlnje expreesed the ldea that Lake Metfgoshe does
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not only se¡rre Bottlneau CounÈy but serves the whole state of NorÈh Dakote.
He said that only a ¡nal1 portfon of the cabfn owners lfve fn Bottlneeu County.
Therefore, he thought it would be unjust to create a diatrict conaisting of
the entlre counÈy in vlen of ttre fact that the far¡ere have llttle lntereet in
the proposed proJect.

I{. n. Fuller, Secretary of the Lake }letlgoshe Ioproveuent Assoclatlon,
polnted out that 1f Lake Metlgoahe was taken out of Bottl.neau County lt would
have a tremendous effect on the county'e prosperÍty. l{r. Fuller stated thet
the taxable value of the 500 cablna Eurroundlng the lake approxl.Eetes $500,000.
lle further eald thet the cottege ownera spend conslderable ooney in Bottineau
County and therefore the whole counÈy should be lncluded ln the propoeed dlstrlcÈ.

It was suggested by Vice-Chalrman Gurtls Oleon that the local proponents
of the project hold a ueeting and decide ff they rrent to creete a wetet conaer-
vatlon and flood control dlatrfct and lf eo, what area ghould be included in the
distrfct. He further stated that the State llater Congen atfon Counfsslon would
give them all the engineering support poeeible and r¡ould aid then 1n any way.
Secretary Hofsveen assured the delegatlon thet ff they Bo deelre, a repreaenta-
tÍve of the Corñfeglon would be preaent et thefr meetfng to explaf.n the forma-
tfon of a weter conservetfon and flood control dlstríct in more detail. He algo
pointed out that further suruey ¡rork would be necessary to deternine a Dore sult-
able location for Ehe Sharpe Lake diversíon canal and alao to determl-ne the
estlmated costs of varloue phases of the proposed proJect.

the Lake Metigoshe delegaÈlon left the meetlng at 12:30 o'clock p.m.

Vice-Chairman CurÈis Olaon read a letter from Rex L. Stair, Clerk of
the Bottlneau County Drain Board requestlng that the State l,Iater Coneervatl.on
CourÍeelon particÍpaÈe ln the constn¡ction of Bar¡nann llrain *2, Located near
l.lesthope, North Dakota. The eetiusted cost of the proposed draln ts $231176.60;
however, thfs estfmate lncludes charges for legal assl,stance 1n the æunt of
$600.00 for whlch Ëhe Co"rnissfon wlll not ghare coota. It r¡as aleo queetioned
as to whether or not the culverts lncluded tn the cost estln¿te were sectfon
IÍne culverts es the Cormiesion doea not partbípate in the cost of guch culverte.

It was uoved by Comisstoner A. U. Christensen, and seconded by Comls-
sLoner Èlath Dahl , that the State l{ater Conservatlon Gomlseion authorÍze an
allocation of $6,000.00 fron ttre 1953-57 drainage approprlatfon for pârtlcLpa-
tÍon 1n the constnrctlon of Baumann Drain ll2 tn Bottineau County. Upon ro11
call by Vlce-Chalrman Curtfs Olson, Comlssfoners Oecar Luneeth, A. t'1. Chrts-
tensen, Meth Dahl, Elnar H. Dehl and Vfce-Chairnan Olson â11 voted aye. Motfon
carrled.

Letters from D,onald Erickson, Carpio V11lage Clerk and Gladys C. Peder-
son, I{ard County Ar¡dltor, pertaintng to the repalr of Carpto Den was read to
the Cmiseloners by Vtce-Chairman Curtfs Olson. The estlneÈed cost of the
repairs ie $3,000.00 of which lfard County will contrlbute $11100.00 and the
Vfllage of Carplo wfll pay $400.00.

It ¡ras moved by Comieeloner A. M. Chrfstensen, and seconded by Comis-
sioner Oscar Lunseth, thaÈ the State l{ater Conservatfon Coumfssfon repalr Carpfo
Dan and authorlze parÈlcfpatl.on to the extent of one-half of the cost of repairs.
Upon ro11 call by Vfce-Chairman Curtfs Olson, Comlssfoners Ogcar Lunseth, A. M.
Christensen, Math Dahl, Einar H. Dahl and Vice-Chalman Olson all voted aye.
Motfon carrled.

Secretary Mílo t{. Iloisveen reported that local proponents have requested
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that the level of Buffalo Lake ln Pierce County be raÍsed. Accordint to Secre-
tary lloÍsveen, the lake, which co\rers approxfmately 919 acres and has en exten-
slve dralnage erea, fs a very beautfful recreatfonal area. hoPonents of the
proJect are the Eanond Sportsmen Club and the State Gene and Fish lÞpartnent.
The eetinated co8È of the projecE ls $ó1000.00 of whtch the state l{ater conser-
vatÍon Co'nnlssfon 1s requested to pay one-thfrd, subJect to local parÈlcipation-

The meetl.ng recessed at L2245 o'clock p.n. and reconvened at 2:00 orclock
p.rn. wfth Vtce-Chalrman Cr¡rtls Oleon, Con'rissioners A. t!. Chrtstensenr Math Dahl'
Eínar H. Dahl , O6car Ltrneeth, Planning Coordlnator hed J. Fredrlckson, Secre-
tary ìfflo I{. Hofsveen, H. R. Morgan, J. C. Eaton, Tlu Anderson, Mr. Ofun aad the
Golden Lake Restoratfon delegation Preaent.

Secretary Mllo t{. Hotsveen reported that fn response to a request fron
H. R. Morgan, State Gaoe and Flsh Comlssf.oner, so!¡e survey sork has been car-
rl.ed out at Buffalo Lodge Lake fn lGHenry County. The survey waê run to deter-
mine Íf any addítlonal Land would be flooded tf the level of the lake wea raised
through the constructfqr of a control structure. The present elevatfon of the
lake 1s 1477.9. Secretery Hoisveen reported that a poesÍble dfverston Project
from Egg Coulee lnto Buffålo Lodge Lake was explored; honever, wherever borfngs
were made the water would tmediately cdre up to the level of the 1ake. The
Bureau of Reclamatíon had previouely kept a 1og of ¡rells tn thie area and it
showed that the whole area 1s underLald wÍÈh water. Buffalo Iodge I¿ke and
others are probably the result of glacler-ice deposfts. Secretary Hoisveen
stated that it ¡rould not be feasíble to conatruct a da¡ on the lake nLthout
obtainlng further lnfornatlon by drllling nore test holes.

Î1n Anderson of Granvflle reporÈed that the'¡tater ls mvfng out of Buf-
falo Lodge Lake to the north and le inundating valuable farolando. He etaÈed
chat a dan had prevlously been con€tructed at the end of North Lake and theE
thls dan remalned 1n place unttl 1t was removed. Accordlng to Jonathan C.
Eaton, Minot, thle dam wae removed because it wag flooding a great deal of
meadowland. l,lr. Eaton steted that when the deo was in place s@e levels ltere
n¡n and the elevatfon of North Lake was L476 a¡d, the elevation of South Lake
wae L477. He alao reported Ehet the elevatfon on the upstreau side wae 1480.1
and on the downstream sfde lt ¡ras L478.3.

Representatfve llartln VlnJe entered the neetlng at 2zI-5 orclock p.m.

State Gane end Fleh Comissíoner H. R. l,iorgan stated thet the Gaæ and
Flsh Deparü¡ent ls lnterested fn maintal.ning the level of the lake at or near
1478.2 ao that the lake will better eugtain fishlife. lle eaid that if Èhe leke
cannot be malntalned at that level, lt would be fnfeasible for hfs deparÈoent
ro maþe any utore expendÍtures for the project.

Secretary Mtlo I{. llofsveen stated that ft would be posslble to construct
a tenporary sandbag structure to detemine the feaslbility of daming the nater.
According to Secretary Holsveen, some sheet pillng could also be placed 1n the
structure with the sandbags. The cost of constructing such a structure would
approxfmate $600.00 to $1,000.00. It tras proposed that l,lcllenry County' the
State Gane and Pish DeparttrEnt and the State tùater Conservation Comrfssion each
pay one-thlrd of the coats.

It waa moved by ComÍssioner A. M. Chrlstensen, and seconded by Comie-
sfoner Math Dahl, that the State l.Iater Gonservatign Çennr{sslon authorize payoent
of one-third of the cosÈ up to $300.00 of the consÈruction of e teuPorary dau at
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Buffalo Lodge Lake in cooperation with McHenry County and the State Game and

Fish Department, upon ro11 call by Vice-ch¿irman curtls olson, Cofionissloners

Oscar Ltrnseth, A. M. Chrlstensen, l'[ath Dahl , Einar H. Dahl and Vice-Ghairman

Olson all voted aye. llctíon caxtíed..
tl

Richard Oium, Chairnan, Eaton itoie/t, inforned the Coullssloners that
it would be desirable to clean out and extend the Eaton Drai.nage Dltch #2. Ìt'
oium stated that thls dltch is about one-half urÍle long and that ePProxinately
3,137 cubÍc yards of earthwould have Èo be excavated. The estluated cost of
the projecc is $800.00.

It was moved by Comissioner A. l.f. Chrlstensen' and seconded by Comis-
sioner MaÈh DahI , that the State l{ater GonservatLon Cm¡íssion PertlciPete ln
the repaLr of Eaion Drainage Ditch #2 and allocate $320'00 for the State Water

Conservation Co¡¡nlssionrb ãO per cent share of Èhe cost of repairs' Upon ro11

call by Vlce-Chairman Curtis Oleon, ComÍssioners Oscar LunseÈh, A'M' Chrls-
t"rrr".r-, Math Dahl , Binar H. Dahl and vlce-Ghalrman olson all voted aye. lfotion
carried.

The Buffalo Lodge Lake delegation left the neeting at 2:40 orclock p'm'

Rep. Harvey lilambheim stated that there ls a great deal of local interest
pertaíning to ttre-restoraÈfon of Golden L ke and Rush Lake' ThÍs project lies
in ¡he northeast portion of Steele County approximately 13 nlles northeast of
Finley. It ís 19 ¡¡iles frorn the Portlanâ-Ua¡r1l1e vicinlty and serves a wide

area as an ouËstanding recreåtional facility. Rush Lake is noted for its water-
fowl . I

Secretary Milo ¡r. Iloisveen brtefly explained the Golden Lake Restoratiori
Project. IE is proposed to constnrcÈ a da,ú, 10 feet in heÍght, on the Beaver

Creek which is an intermittent tríbutary of the Goose River' There has been

ãpfro*i."tely 1800 acre feet of runoff recorded in Beaver Creek so far this
year. the water would then be run into an oPen ditch through an outlet norks

down to Rush Lake, thence it would pass Èhrough a natural drain into Golden

Lake. Golden Laká would be raised io "ppro*inately 
elevation 97 '0 and would

h"u" " 
depth of 19 feet. the overflow water would continue to North Lake and

eventually the waÈer could be reÈurnedÍnto Beaver Creek; however, thls feature
ls not Íncluded in the proposed plan. The initial water requÍrements to fill
Golden Lake would ae 4,i72' acre ieet. It would require 6ó days-Co-f111 Rush

Lake with the ea¡e flor¡. SecreÈary Hoisveen stated thaÈ it might be advisable
to at least double the síze of the proposed cenal to et least 100 c'f's' in
order to fill the lake more rapÍdly in vÍew of the short but raPid runoff that
occurs ln Beaver Creek. It ltas alSo suggested that addítional uPstrean storage

sÍtes should be investigated to insure Dore weter for the proJeet as the runoff
.ãy t. Èoo rapid to proilde an adeguate suPPly for the lakes if eolely depend-

ent on díverston facllities. The estiurated cost of the project ls $69rI00'00'

llarlan Erskine, Dlstrict Engineer, U. S. Geological Survey, report'ed

thaE the U. S. Geological Survey has been cooperatlng with the State l{ater
Conservatfon Counission in oaking hydrological studíes on Beaver Creek in an

effort Èo determine what flow night be expected at the proposed poÍnt of dlver-
sion. Ile stated Bhat one very Íoportant factor ln the development of this proj-
ect is the utilizaElon of the r,t.,òff lrater when it is avaílable. I'fr. Brsklne
also comented favorably tovards obcainlng additlonal sÈorage faeilities'

H. R. Morgan, st,ate Gane and Fish comíssioner, averred thaÈ the state
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Gane and Fish Departuent would partícfpate Ín the project up to 50 per cent
of the estfûated cosÈ of $ó9,100.00 if the State Water Conservatlon Conrnfssion
would be responsible for the other 50 per cent. The U. S. Flsh and l{ildlife
Service will reÍnburse Ehe Gane and Flsh Departænt f,or 75 per cent of thelr
expenditure. Mr. Morgan poÍnted out that this proJect should be underEaken
as Eoon as posslble whlle local interest ls stÍ1l high.

RepresenEative llambheim reported that the local proponents will raise
enough funds to cover the necessary easeEents and land acguisitfon. Hovrever,
he stated Èhat iÈ is rather dÍffÍcult Èo go ahead wiEh the necessary work
untLl lE has been definltely establlshed that the proJect wlll be an actualiÈy.

Vlce-Chaírman Curtis Olson informed the delegation that it was impossible
at thÍs time Èo state whether or not the project could be undertaken; however,
he steted thet Ëhis matter would be taken into consideration and an answer would
be determined aÈ the next Conmission meeting. He lndfcated thaË lt ¡vouLd also
be necessary to check on the avaÍlability of funds for consEruction purposes fn
view of the large amount requested for the project.

The Golden Lake delegation and }fertin Vinje left the meeting at 3:2O
o t clock p.m.

Vice-Chaiman Curtfs 01son read a portlon of the mÍnutes of the meetlng
held May 2L, L954, pertalning to a request that the State WaÈer Conservation
Cormiasion pertÍcípate in the repair of Cat Coulee Dan in Grant County. AÈ

that tine no deflnite action was taken on t,he proJect. SecreËary Ìtllo Ìf. Hols-
veen estimated that the repairs wlll cost $7,000.00. The State Gane and Flsh
Department, Grent County and the State l{ater ConservatÍon Co¡mission will share
the costs equally.

It was ooved by Comissloner A. M. Chrietensen, and seconded by CounÍs-
sioner Math Dahl , that the State l,later Conservation Comission participate in
the repalr of Cat Coulee Dan in Grant County and authoríze participation to
the extent of one-third of Èhe cost of repaírs or âpproxinately $2,333.00.
Upon ro11 call by Vice-Chairman Curtis Oleon, Courissioners Oscer Lunseth, A. l{.
Christensen, Math Dahl, Elnar H. Dahl and Vice-Chairnan 01son all voted aye.
Motion carrled.

Comissloner Oscar Lunseth reported that a delegatlon from Portland,
North Dakota, had recenÈly contacted him relative to the construction of a
dam at Portland. Comlssioner Lunseth stated that they desÍre to replace the
old dam with a nelr structure in order to insure a constant flow in the Gooae
Rlver for their umnicipal lrater supply. Thls da¡n would also afford them
needed recreatlonal factlitles.

A portion of the ¡oinutes of the November 29, 1951, ueetíng pertainlng
to a request for the construction of such a dam ltaa read by Více-Chaírman Gurtis
Olson. Secretary Mllo I.l. Holsveen stated that no cost estlmate is aval-lable for
the proposed dam and that the State ÍJeter ConservatÍon Comissfon survey crews
are currently taking r¡ome soil borings Ín order to ascertain whether or not the
daur would provlde a source of water whlch nlght be uÈilÍzed in raising the rtaEer
leve1 in the city wells, The State Game and Físh IÞpartment ¡¡ill also be asked
to partLclpate 1n the cost of this project whlch wlll be approxfuoately $27,000.00
or more. the proposed da¡r fs located in an area that is noted for presenting
footing difficulties.

The Coru¡lssioners were inforned by Secretary l,fllo ü1. HoÍsveen that a

i



,/y'.

representatÍve fron the facÈory tS eoming Eo demonstrate Èhe Bondactor machlne

which the state lrlater conservation cormission recently purch""9g.- This machlne

will enable repair creet6 to Pressure grout the face of a da¡r r¡hlch will insure

added lffe to dams. In vÍew of the fãct that a dam is needed for deoonsÈration

Purposes, lt was proposed that Spring Lake Dam would be a loglcal. choice. This

dam, which ts locäteà souttrwest of Rñane' t¡ras raised an additional tlto feet Last

year as a result of a request by local qroponents. secretary lbtsveen read a

letter from H. R. l,forgan, State Game anä fish Corn-issfoner, confirming thet the

Staue Game and Flsh Dãpaitt"rrt r¡Í11 be responsible for one-half of the cost of
the repalr work, not to exceed $1'500'00'

It was rroved by cOmissioner oscar Irrnseth, and seconded by cosrnissioner

Eínar H. Dahl, that t-he State Ilater conservatÍon Comnission repair Spring Lake

Da¡¡ and authorize ParticlpatLon Èo the extent of one-half of the costs of the

repafr. upon rolt call Uy Vice-chalrnan curtis olson,--Corm.l.ssjoners oscar Lun-

6erh, l,lath Dahl , A. M. Christensen, Einar H. Dahl and vice-chairman olson all
voted aYe. Motion carrÍed.

vice-chairman curtÍs olson read a resolutíon from the Board of county

comrissioners of Ìlclean county relative to Èhe county's partlcÍpation in the

proposed Wllduood Lake Diverston Project. It ís proposed Eo restore the level

of l,fiLdwood Lake by diverting water iron Patnted l{oode Lake ' The State Gane

and Fish Department, Ìfclean county and the state l{ater conservation Gosmission

wíll each pay one-third of the cost of the proposed project whl'ch aPProxinates

$E, 600 .00 .

It was moved by corurissioner A. I'1. christensen, and seconded by comis-
sioner l{ath Dahl , that the state l{at,er Conservation Coutissíon partieipaÈe in
the Ï{ildwood Lake Rest,oration proJect and authorize particlpatlon to the extent

of one-Èhird of it.-"o"a" of tt¡e'lro¡ect. Upon roll call by Vlce-Chal-¡:man

curtÍs olson, comÍssloners oscar'Luãseth, A. M. ChrÍstensen, ÌIath Dahl' Efnar

H. Dahl and Vlce-Chairman Olson all voted aye' Motlon carried'

secretaryMilol,l.Iloisveeirreportedthat.asyetnodeftniteactionhas
been taken relative to the proposed ieconstruction ôf Otson Dam' located norÈh-

east of ltllton. The ptopo"ãd plan Íncludes the construction of a modlfled

glory-hole spiffway. 'Easementã h..r. been obtafned but the Project 1s stale-
mated.because of one loca1 objector. The coÊt estlmate for the project aPProx-

imates$27,óoo.oo.BurleighCountyandtheSEateGa¡neandFlshDepartment
have been asked to particiPate in the proJect '

St,ate Game and Fish corurissioner n. R. }forgan left the meeting at 3:45

o'c1ock p.m.

It was reported by secretary !ll1o I{. tlolsveen Èhat he and Plannlng Coor-

dinar,or Fred J. Fredrickson had atieniled a joint neeting of the chain Lakes and

the Swee¡water-Dry Lake t^later ConservaËion ánd Flood ConÈrol District Boards of

Directors r".".rii! ãt O"*rtl, Lake. Secre¡ary Hoisveen stated thaÈ the two

boards of dlrecto-", p""""d a resolution requesEJ'ng the corps of Engtneers to

starÈ 'urvey 
work anä lnvesÈ,lgatÍons as soon as PossÍble and also inviting

the Districu untlneer to ltreet wíth Èhe boards of directors and other incer-
ested agencies at en earlY daËe'

It l|ras moved by comnrlssioner llath Dahl, and seconded by couuissloner

oscar Lunseth, that the sÈate ï,leter conservation comission request the Dis-

trtct Englneer of the corps of Engineers to meet vrith the Boards of Directors

of the chain Lakes and sweetwater-Dry Lake l{ater conservatíon and Flood Con-



trol Dletrlcte at an early date. Upon ro11 call by Vlce-Chairman Ct¡rtis
Olson, all Cosrniseionerg voted aye and the motLon carrled.

Secretary Dlllo I,l. Holsveen reported that lû. Sandness of the A.C.P.,
tlr. Sachan of the A.S.C. and I'lr. f{alter Augustadt of the Soll Conaervatlon
Servlce net wfth htu ln the Comission office relatfve to obtalnl,ng a state-
Eent or a resolution frør the Co¡olaeion atatfng the Com'lesionrs opinlon
on indl.scrLminate dralnage practfces fn the Mauvais Coulee drafnage area.
These agences, who represent the DeparÈoent of Agriculture, desire the state-
ment to support theír eÈand againet nakÍng Íncentlve pa)¡Eents for fndividual
drafns fn the affected area. The desfrabtlfty of dfecouragÍng thfs type of
drainage night aid in obtaining e greeter partlcipatíon of Towner County farn-
ers ln the Chaln Lakes Ifateú ConservaÈLon and Flood Control Dlstrlct.

The followfng resolution nas presented by ComriesLoner Math Dahl, who
moved its adoption, whlch motion was seconded by Comiesioner Oscar Lunseth.

üIHEREAS, recurring floodlng of Lac Aux MorÈes (Lake Alice), operaËed as
a Federal l{lldlife Refuge, Lake In¡lne, Mauvafs Coulee, Dr}r Lake and $reet!ùeter
Lake in Ramsey County, North Dakota, haa inundated upnards of 201000 acres of
fertlle farnlands and has caused great economÍc loss, lnconvenlence and dfscom-
fort to urany farm fanÍlíes; and

WHEREAS, fnvestlgatlon by engineers of the State Weter Consenratfon Cou-
mÍssion, by the Corps of Army Engineere and others, dleclosee thaÈ drainage of
potholes, ponds and sloughs by landor¡ners throughout the r¡aËershed area of
Mauvais Coulee and fts tributary natercourses and in the area draining into
Lake Allce, Lake lrvfne, Dry Lake and S¡'¡eetwater Lake has naterlally contrl.buted
toward the floodlng of said farulands; and

I,IIIEREAS, lnvestigation also discloses that rellef from the floodfng,
above-mentioned, can be had by constructÍon of adequaEe drainage facÍlities
and by deependíng and lnprovfng the lower reacheg of lleuvals Coulee; and

lItlER¡AS, the U. S. Corpe of Arry Engineers has been requeeted by thfs
Qqnilr{5s1e¡ to construct the facilltfes requfred to adequately draln waters
from the flooded areas and Congregs has been asked to provide the neceðsary
funds.

NOI,I flIEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: by the State f,later Gonaervation Comisgion
ln meetfng regularly assembled that the constructlon of further artlflcfal
drains to draín eurface ¡raters from lands in the waterghed area of llauvaia
Coulee and lcs trlbutary lratercourses and frour lands Ln the draLnage baelne
of Lake Alice, Lake lrvLne, Sweetwater Lake and Dry Lake should cease untll
the lower reaches of Mauvais Coulee has been deepened and improved and until
adeqr.rate facllltfes have been establlshed for drainage of lands iu the vlcfn-
ity of the lakee meirtíoned

Upon ro11 call by Vice-Chairm¿n Curtis Olson, all Corm{ssfoners voted
aye and the motfon carrled.
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Fred J. Fredriskson, Planning Coordinator for the State f{eter Conserva-
tfon Comlssfon, presented a brief reporÈ on federal leglslaÈlon pertafnlng to
lreter projeets in North Dakota. lû. Fredrickeon stated that $1001000 was
obtalned to begin the acquieition of land around Wflliston, North Dakota, thet
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wtll be affected by the hlgh pool level of Garrlson Dam. l{r..Fredrickson
reported thet U. S. Senator Milton R. Young recently wrote to Sherman Adams,
AsslsÊant to the Presfdent, lnguirlng whether or noÈ the Bureau of the rudgát
would r¡ithhold any of these funds. The reply fron Mr. Adans geve assurences
that funds approprlated for the conetructlon of protectÍve works around l{il-
llston will not be wfthhèld by the Bureau of Èhe Budget and that they wfll
not interfere wlth the use of funds approprlated to purehase land on the
Buford-Trenton and Lewfs and Clark lrrigatlon Projecte or for other u6es es
intended.'

lû. Fredrlckson reported that U. S. Senator Mllton R. young will make a
trlp through North Dakota in the near future to vte¡r the various water proJects.
StoPs have been scheduled at, llamarth, Dickfnson, Mandan, Ifalhalla, Grand Forks
and Fargo. It was the Co'n¡nissloners' opfnfon that the Comlsston member from
the dfstrict ln l¿hlch the neelLngs ere held ehould attend Èhe meetlngs, ff pos-
sible, and that the state EngÍneer should aLso be fn attendance.

It wãs also reporÈed by l{r. FredrLckson that Fred G. Aandahl, Assistant
Secretary of the Department of the Interlor, wfll be ln the stete durlng the
first week of Septeurber. IÈ was sutgested by l{r. Fredrickson that a neeting
should be held wÍth interesÈed reclamation agenctes durlng Mr. Aandahlts visÍt
to the state. It was proposed that the llíssouri-Sourís proJects Assoclation
of Minot be asked to host this meeting. Co¡ru¡lssioner A. M. Christensen and
Secretary Milo t¡I. Hoisveen wlll represent the State Weter Conservation Comris-
slon at the meetlng.

Couutissloner Oscar Lunseth suggested thaË letters of conr¡endat,ion be
sent to individuals ¡uho aíded uaÈerially in the 1850-foot Garrison pool level
Èestlmony at the congressional hearings in [{ashingtoh, D. c., depenàent rrpo¡
the desires of the Chafr¡n¿n of the Comissfon, Governor Brunad,ale. Governor
Brunsdale will be consulted relative to the advlsabllity of sending out letters
of COntt¡endatiOn.

It l¡ae also suggested by Fred J. Fredrickson, Plannlng Coordlnator, that
resolutions be sent to the Misslssíppl Valley Associatio.r anã the National R.B.A.for thefr suPPort of the 1850-foot operatfng pool level for Garrieon Dam.

It was the opínfon of Vlce-Chal¡:nan Curtfs Olson that Co@isslon menbers
should attend all meeÈÍngs pertaining to nater projects wlthin thefr districts,
if possible. He stated that he felt it would be benefÍcial to have the State
Engíneer present et the various meetings throughout the scate.

It was moved by Comfssfoner Oscar Lunseth, and eeconded by CornnÍssloner
Math DahI , t.hat whenever possible the Courission members should altend meetlngs
pertainfng to ltater proJects wlthin their district and that Èhe State trngÍneei
should also represent the State [ùater Conservatfon Comlssfon at these neetings.
Upon roll call by Vice-Chairmen Curtis Olson, all ComíssÍoners voted aye and
the motÍon carried.

Vtce-Chaf.r¡an Curtfs Olson read a letter from Oscer N. Berg, Secretaryof the Mlseouri-Souris Projects AesocÍatfon reporting a balance oi $¿gg.05 r;unpald bi1ls lncurred durlng the congressional hearinge in lJeshÍngton, D. C.

It was moved by Comrlseioner A. M. Christensen, and seconded by Cog¡¡ls-
sioner Oscar Lunseth, that the State Water Conservatlon Courieeion authotíze
pqment of $493.05 to the Miasouri-SourÍs ProJects Assocfatlon for servlces
rendered. Upon roll call by Vice-Chairsran Curtfs Olson, ComrissLoners Oscar
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Lunseth, A. M. Chrfstensen, Ìfath Dahl, Elnar H. Dahl and Vlce-Chafiman Olson
all voted aye. Motion carried.

A letter was read by Vtce-Chafr¡an Ct¡rtfs Olson frou Col. Otto J. Rohde,
Dietrict Engineer of the St. Paul Dletrict, Corpa of EngÍneers, reguesting that
the State l{ater Conservatlon CourissÍon clear obstructlve naterial ln and along
the channel of the Sheyetrne River belorr Kfndred, North Dakota. It was polnted
out that, the State l{êter Conser:\ratlon Coumission ie responsible for thls lrork
in vLew of the fact that assurances lrere glven Èhat the Cmfsslon would keep
the channel clear. Thís work will be done in the near future.

Vice-Chairman Curtie Olson reed a letter from lfack V. Traynor, Attorney-
at-Law, Devfls Lake, requestLng that the State l,later Gonservation Cou¡laEion
be repreaented at thc Lake Alice claim hearlngs whichwfll be held at 10:00
a.m. on September 20 fn Devils Lake. Couoíasfoner Oecar Lunsqth and.secretary
Mtlo ¡¡1. Hol.sveen wlll represent the State llater Conservation Couulsslon at the
hearings.

Secretary Ìlilo I'1. Ilofsveen presented a letter from Gerald Fltzgerald,
Chief Topographlc Engineer of the U. S. Geological Survey, enclosing an agree-
ment covering the continuatfon of topographic surveys Ín the SÈate of North
Dakota for July 1,1955 to June 30,1957. This agreement provides for a
$30,000.00 contribution frm the State l{ater Conservation Conn'ission and the
U. S. Geological Survey. tfr. I,Iillfarn Fuller, Lake Metigoshe luprovement
Associatlon, reguested fnformaÈion relative to when the U. S. Geological
Survey would c(mlnence work on the three lGtfgoehe guadrangles. Secretary
Hoisveen lndÍceted that it may start thie fall. the Courisslon requested
Secretary Holsveen to write the U. S. Geological Survey, Topographíc Branch,
and ínform them of their dlssatisfactfon wfth the delay ln starting the Ueti-
goshe survey.

It ¡tas moved by Co'nrrissfoner A. !1. Christensen, and seconded by Comtis-
sloner Einar H. Dahl , Èhat the State l,laÈer Conservatl.on Co""nfssion enter ínto
an egreement with the U. S. Geologfcal Survey for Éhe continuetlon of topographÍc
surveys in t,he State of North Dakota for the period July 1, 1955 to June 30,
1957, wÍth the State l¡ater Conservatlon Co lssion and the U. S. Geologlcal
Survey each contributing $30,000.00. Upon ro11 call by Vfce-Chairman Currls
Olson, CormissÍoners A. M. Chrlstensen, Oscar Lunseth, I'lath Daht, Elnar Il.
Dahl and Vice-Chairman Olson all voted aye. Uotfon carrled.

Vfce-Chalrnen Ct¡rtfs Olson read a letter from H. l{.. Lyonsr'Stuteman
County Conservancy District DÍrecÈor, expressíng appreciation to the State
f{ater Conservatl.on Corrnrlssfon for arranglng the tour for the Garrison Diver-
sion Coneervency Distrfct Board of DÍrectors in Ju1y.

A letter froml{rs. Emanuel NowatzkL, Langdon, NorÈh Dakota, was read to
the Co¡misslon by Secretary Mllo Îf. Hoisveen. Mrs. Nowatzkl stated that the
Clty of Langdon had raised thelr reser:r¡olr spillway 3à feet ¡yhlch raísed rhe
water table suffÍciently to cause flooding of basements. It was the opfnfon
of the Coutiss{on meubers that thlÊ matter was not wtthln theír Jurlsdiction.

Secretary lftlo I.t. Hol.sveen preeented correspondence fron the National
Rivers and Harbors Congress perÈalnlng to pa¡¡Eent of the annual neabershlp
dues.

It wae moved by CormissÍoner A. U. Chrlstensen, and seconded by Comls-
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sl.oner Oscar Lunseth, that the State l,later Conservation Comrission authorize
pa¡ruent of $100.00 and $10.00 for membership of the State I{ater Conservation
Co'¡nlsslon and the State Engineer, reepectfvel.y, in the National Rfvers and
Harbore Congress for 1955. Upon ro11 call by Vlce-Chafr¡ran G¡rtls Olson,
CoÍr'aiseioners Oscar l¡¡neeth, A. M. Chrístensen, Math Dahl , Elnar H. Dahl and
Vfce-Chafu:nan Olson all voted aye. Motlon carrled.

. Secretary DlÍlo tr{. Hoieveen reported brlefly on the Internatl.onal Joint
Connfsslon Eeetfng held in trflnnlpeg on JuIy 18, 1955. He stated that three
co¡mittees rtere naoed to Lnveetigate and make reports on the followlng Ítems:
1) posslble reservoLr and storage facflltfes on the Souris River; 2) water
rights by time and use; 3) desfgnatlon of noneontrlbutfng dralnage areas
wlÈhin the Sourls Rlver basin. Secretary Holsveen poínted out that a reser-
volr slte had been proposed above lllnot 1n view of the fect that Lake Darling
Dam would not be adequate to hold the r¡ater if severe ctoudbursts occurred Ln
the area and Minqt could be exposed to flooding.

Accordlng to Secretary l.filo I{. Hoiaveen, the }lissouri Valley Develop-
ment Assocfatfon requested that the State I{ater Conservatlon Courmfselon adopt
a resolutLon requestlng the Bureau of the Budget to allow funds for the plan-
nlng of the Blg Bend ProJect and the construction and completlon of the Oahe
Dan, both íu South Dakota, on scheduled. Fred J. Fredrfckson lras requested
to prepare such a resolutlon.

It was moved by Courrrissioner Oscar Lunseth, and geconded by Comrfssloner
Math Dahl' that the State ltater Coneervatlo¡r Comfsslon adopt a resolution
requesEing the Bureau of Èhe Budget Èo al1ow fundg for the planning of the Blg
Bend ProJect and the completfon of the Oahe Dam, both in South Dakota. Upon
ro11 call by Vice-Chairman Curtís Olson, all Coulssloners voËed aye and the
motlon carried.

Fred J. Fredrickson, Planníng Goordinator for the State f{ater Conserva-
tlon Conr¡issfon, stated that as yet no decÍsion has been reached as Eo whether
or not the Corps of Englneers should 1nstall trdo generators fn GarrlEon Dam
now or at a later date. l,E. Fredrickeon will preaent a resolutlon at the next
meeting urglng that the tilo generators be fnstalled f¡u¡edlately.

The meetfng adJourned at 4:45 o'clock p.m.

Respectful ly aub'oitted,

h2 â
Secretary

ATÎEST:

Governor
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