MINUTES OF A MEETING
OF THE
STATE WATER CONSERVATION COMMISSICN

Held in the Star Room of the Graver Hotel, Fargo, N. Dak. April 14, 1945.

The meeting was called to order by Governor Aandahl mt 9105 A.M, in the Star
Room of the Graver Hotel with ell Commiseioners present; J. J, Walsh, Acting
Secretary and Chief Engineer; Col. Lynn C. Barnes; Lt. Maloney and Mr. George £
Lyons of the St. Paul U, 8. Army Engineers Office;'and I, A. Acker, Asst. Attorney
General.

COL. BARNES: We have made studies on four projects in North Dakote which were
subsequently approved in the Bill passed last December, 1944. All these projects
require local interests to do certain thinge, Locel interest is defined am other
than Government interest. Partial weter supply for Grafton; water supply for Park
River: water osupply on the Tongue River; Pembine River and Bsldhill Reservoir on
the Sheyenne River, which would edd to the weter supply for Velley City and fload
control. The water released would supplement the Red River for the use of Fargo,
known as the Fargo Diversion. Each requires that some agency act for and in behelf
of all these local communities with which we might deel. I have prepared for your
consideration m letter which I would like to read and would like to request that the
letter be made a2 part of the minutes.

Commissioner Simons moved that the letter end exhibits be incorporsted into
the minutes. Commissioner Dahl seconded the motion. Motion carried.

"War Department
United States Engineer Office
1217 U.9. Post O0ffice and Custom House
St. Paul, 1, Minn.

File No. UMVP 12 April 1945

The State Water Conservaticn Commission
State of North Dekota
Bismarck, North Dakota

Gentlemen:

Under the Flood Control Act of 1944 several flood control
end water conservation projects have been projected for post-war con-
struction, including in the State of North Dakota the Baldhil)l Reservoir
on the Sheyenne River, the Park River Reservoir, and reservoirs on the
Pembine and Tongue Rivers, all in the Red River of the North Drainege
Basin.

The recommendations of the Chief of Enginsers, with respect to
each of the above projects, require cooperation by local interests and the
furnishing of essursnces of such cooperation by the local interests which
will be setisfactory to the Secretary of War.

The local cooperation required in such cases is in the nature
of the furnishing of such lands and easements as mmy be required for the
construction of the project, assurances as to the maintenance thereof
the furnishing of a cash contribution toward the cost of construction of
such projects, and the furnishing of assurances that the Federal Covern-
ment will be held harmless from all cleims for damages due to the con-

struction works.
At such time as the Government deems appropriete, formal noti-

fication in writing of the required local cooperation with respect to
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each project will be furnished to local interests, and the authorization for
any such project will expire five (5) years from the date of such formal
notification, unless said locel intereats shall within such time furnish
assurances satisfactory to the Secretary of War that the required cooperation
will be furnished. Due to the present existing emergency which has necesearily
resulted in the postponement of flood control and water conservation projects,
it is impossible et this time to advise you as to when formal notification of
the local cooperation requirements respecting each of said projects will bde
igsued. -
) However, in looking toward the future construction of said projects,
there is a great deal of preliminary work which can now be accomplished which
will do much to facilitdte the early construction of seid projects in the post-
war program. Particularly is this true with respect to the local cooperation
which will be required. The various individuals or political subdivisions of the .
State who may be involved in such cooperation or contributicns must be contacted,
the extent of their participation determined, the methods and procedures for

lend acquisition decided upon, and the legality of the actions and prodedures
involved determined. Obviously it is both impossible and impracticable for the
Federal Government to deml and contract with the numerous subdivisions of the
State who are interested in mnd will be affected by the projects above mentloned.

Chapter 61 of the North Dekota Reviséd Code of 1943 as amended
grants very broad duties, control and powers to the Stete Water Conservation
Commission over all waters of the State. It appears that the Commission had
power; to investigate, plan, undertake, coanstruct, establish, maintain, control
and supervige ell works, dams and projects, either public or private; to control
and regulete flood flow in the waters of the State for the purpose of minimizing
the damage therefrom; to impound waters for the improvement of municipel and
Trurgl water supplies; to regulate and abate stream pollution; to acguire, own
and develop lands for irrigetion and water conservation, and to aocquire, own
and develop dem and reservoir sites, to mcquire easements and rights-of-way,
and to cooperate with the United States mnd any department, mgency or officer
thereof in the planning, establishment and maintenance of dams, resezvoirs,
diversion and distributing canals for the utilization of the waters of the
State for domestic snd municipal needs, irrigation fleod control, water con-
gervation, etc., and in connection therewith the Commission is authorized,
within the limitations prescribed by law, to acquire, convey, contridbute or
grant to the United Stetes real and personal property, including land or ease-
ments for dams end reservoir sites, and rights-of-way and easements for diversion
and dlstribution canmls. It further appears that the Commission has been created
as a public corporation with full power to contract in its corporate neme.

From the very extensive mnd broad powers of the Gommission over the
waters of the State it would appear that the State Water Conservation Commission
possesses full and complete power, authority, and general jurisdiction over the
unappropriated waters of the State, with full power to contract with relation
thereto. Assuming such to be the case it would appear that the individuals
or minor polibibal subdivisions of the 5 ate, in respect to enything relating
to sald unappropriated waters of the State, must either deal through, or at
least secure the approval of the State Water Conservation Commission.

Having in mind the above mentioned powers possessed by your
Commipsion, and particularly the express power granted by the 1945 Amendoment
to Chapter 61 which grants to your Commission the power to cooperate with the
United States Government and any department, egency or officer thereof, i¢
would seem that your Commission is the duly designated State agency with which
the Federal Goverament may contract respecting said projects and all features
of local cooperation, including such assurances thereof as mpy be required.

Since ! would apprecimte knowing at this time whom the Federal Government may
be called upon to deal with in connection with these matters, it is requested
that you edvise me whether or not your Coamiesion can and plans to represent



-3-

the State of North Dakots and all other local interests involved with
respect to such looal cooperation as may be required, including the
furnishing of sssurances thereof.

Your early sdvice and consideration of the questions presented
herein will be apprecimted. For your convenience there is inclosed herewith
e copy of the officlal publiehed report covering each project.

Very truly yours,

/e/ Lynn C. Barnes
LYEN C, BARNES
Colonel, Corps of Engineers
1 Inclosure: Digtrict Bangineer"
#1 - Set of 3 Reports

COL. BARNES: Baldhill BReservoir. $810,000 is tbe Federal cost, Local interests
would furanish $208,000 in cash contributions. It was et.first recommended that the
local interest furnish emsements, land, etc. but it haes now been changed to include the
cesh contribution only. $174,000 cost of highways. $113,000 which is the Fargo Diversion
Ditch would be Fargo's mininmum cost,

Park River: Federal Cost would be $358,000 and the cmsh contribution would be
$40,000, and the estimated lands and easements would be $10,000, which would mean $50,000
for local interests. 200 acres of land. .

Tongue River. 3,000 acre foot reservoir. Would flow 300 acres, Federal cost
$238,500 and $68,600 cash local contribution, $16,200 estimated cost of lends.

Pembing River Reservoir: Federal Cost $95,300. Local contribution $235,200
Plus $24,500 for lands and removal of bridges.

Flood control will not work out so the Walhalla pocple are going forth in a
recreational interest,

GOVERNOR: If the State Weter Commission becomes the sponsoring agency, what
duties will that involve?

COL. BARNES: These local interests would merely deal through you. The local
interests would deed the land to the Water Commission on the essurance that no dens
will be built below the dam to impede the water supply, from polluting the water below
end above the dam.

COL. BARNES: If the people of the Baldhill Reservoir will put up the cash, wo
will endeavor to get the land.

COMM, TBOMPSON: It is doubtful whether the people would heve condemnation rights,

COL. BARNES: That is the question, whether they would give the money and you
condemn or they would condemn, There are five years to raise the money from the date of
euthorization.

COMM, ORLADY:moved that the State Water Conservatioan Commission does hereby
undertake to contract with the United States, within statutory and constitutional L~
limitations, in furanishing the cooperation by local unita required under the Federal Flood
Control Act, or any other Acts, in all matters concerning emy project that may be under-
taken in the State of North Dukotae. Commissioner Thompson seconded the motion, Motion carrle

Meeting relative to the drainage matter called to order at 10:10 A.M, by
Governor Aandehl, Representatives from the Counties of the Red River Velley present.

GOVERNOR AANDAHL: I ga going to eall on Mr, Simons to lead the discussion.

Mr. Simons informed the group that several meetings had been held with the
Soil Conservation Service and AAA present at which a tentative set of rules and regule-
tions covering drainage has been adopted.

After reading this proposed outline for the information of those present, Mr.
Simons called on Mr, McKinnon of the Soil Conservetion Service to present his views.

MB, MCKINNONi First, I would like to mention sonething thet ¥r. Simons eaid.

That is regerding the contracts let for excessive prices. The highest was 16¢ per yard
that we participated in. As far as I knows the AMA or Water Commiseion was no part of

the 47¢ per yard contract. Thererare two big problems. They are all drainage, but it
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involves two phases in the Valley FProgrem. One is getting the main drains completed

8o that the second phase can be carried out so that the farm field dr,ins can be

taken care of, We cannot go ahead with the latter until the former is taken cere of,

Ve are prepared to loan the districts equipment with the cooperators in the district

to do the farm field drains., This is not a progrem that is going to be completed today
or tomorrow, but twe or three years from now. So far we have furnished the gngineering
services and no charge hes besen made to the districts. The technical services are
offered to orgenized districts. We have districts with one engineer assigned to four or
five districts. We have an engineer assigned on the districts in the Valley. This is
an emergency end must be taken care of. Whether the dirt is to be moved depends on the
local drain districts. Whether we get moving dirt not later than the 10th or 15th of nextu
month depends on the districts.

MR, KASPIR OF THE AAA: We have worked with Washington end our problem is to get
by: the Solicitor. The Solicitor says that the AAA is set up so thst the farmers nust
cogperate voluntarily. Our program was declared unconstitutional in 1936 because it was
thought thet perhaps it was compulsory. The Solicitor says that if we get 51% to go and
49% against, we must have 100% in order to have it voluntary. We did get the dirt
removal metter fixed up. Moving of fences is part of the ditch, right of way is part of
the diteh, and grubbing and clearing stones is & part of the ditch according to the
Solicitor. We do have m provision that if the farmer fails to maintain the ditch he
has to refund the money that wes spent for the ditch. The Solicitor ruled thet where an
essessaent is made on the project the AAA will only be amuthorized to pay the proportion
of that cost that would be assessed in 1945. It is only a year to year progrem. Last
year we had $500,000 for drainage work and it is too bad that we could not have the same
amount this yeer. The higgest difficulty is to get the fermers signed up. We must have
100% sign-up., If we put in a large drainage ditch and it takes a lot of money, the AAA
can hold that no other peyments can be made., We cannot spend all our funds for 10
farmers and let the others go. We will make no payments except drainage payrents. There
is no object in refusing to sign up as far es drainege ditches are concermed, there will
be drains built. He will be assessed if 51% eign up. I we do not get 100% sign-up,
we cannot make payments (drainage). Buillding of mpproaches, etc. are something elss.
Whether we can lemave in grubbing of trees is a question. If we put in a main drainage
ditch and declare thot area for any other AAA work, until you get & laterel end main
ditch you cannot drain your field.

MR, KASPER: If we can divide the two essessments and can separate the dirt, I
think we cen get through. Unless we can break down the 100% we will have to forget
about the matter. If we cen use and buy land, who owne the land. The right of way goes
to the County.

MR, LINDARS OF TRAILL COUNTY: When we clean a drain, you said that the AAA
payments could be made toward that drain from that aream. What is that area?! Is it
the area laid out by the drainage engineer?

MR, KASPER: The area would be the erem designated. It would take in the land
that was originally assessed. In a clean-out, we may not request the farmers to contribute,

MR. LINDARS: Does he get the money and give an mssignment?

MR, KASPER: Yes. The Solicitor thought it might be possible to make the payments
to the drainage boards.

MR. LIEDAAS: In that cese would all farmers have to be signed up?

MR, KASPER: Presently they would heve to all siga up.

MR. LINDAAS: They were told that they could not get. They were told it was no
use to sign until we had an outlet or drain. "

GOVERNOR: Have the farmers submitted forms to the AAA?

MR. KASPER: VYes, Some have not indicdted their desires.

MR, LINDAAS: They asked and were told there was no outlet.

MR, KASPER: They can come in and make any changes on the forms et any tinme.

MR, OLSON FROM RICHLAND COUNTY: On this Item 5. On this 8¢ are there any
linitetions on the amount of yardeage!? -

MR, KASPER: $5 per foot, but any time a group of farmers wish to make a ditch,
there will be no limitation. )

MR. OLSON: When the supervisors construct a détch, does that ditch belong to the

county?
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MR, DILLON: I could not answer that, I would heve to look it up,

MR. COLSON: If the township as a whole pools their payments on township-wlde
area building laterals into a main ditch, do they assign their soil building payment
to the Board of Supervisors?

MR, KASPER: I think each one would build their own laterals.

MR, OLSON: It would mean thet the ditch would be 3 miles long.

MR. KASPER: I think it would be treated as a main ditch.

MR. OLSON: Would the mssignment be made to the Drain District?

MR. KASPER: Unless we can get permission from the Solicitor, it will have to
be assigned.

GOVERNOR: Could the B¢ be incremsed?

MR, KASPER:; 8¢ is the limit whether it is a 47 or 12 cant job.

GOVERNOR: ls there not & limitation on the payment to the farmer?

MR, EASPER: No. VWe will have information by May 5 mas to how the countles are
going to spend the momney.

GOVERNOR: They are tentative rules and regulntionn that have been drawn up and
this is an opportunity for you to meke any suggestions or changes in these regulations

MR. OLSON: Can they maeke assignments to some one meking the ditch?

MR, KASPER: The big thing is whether the fermers want this ditch or dont want it,

CoOMM,. SIMONS: What kind of egitation is necessary before you cen declare the erea?

MR. KASPER: I do not think we can do anything wntil 100% sign up.

GOVERNOR: You expect the 100% sign up before you declare the area?

MR, KASPER: Yes. We cannot get into there to make payments until we have the
100% #ign-up.

GOVERNOR: Suppose 80% sign end 20% want to do something else. Can the 80% do
what their mllocation of funds would permit?

MR, KASPER: I believe 80% could pool their funds, but it would mean that we were
forcing the 20%.

GOVERNOR: Gould mnot the 20% stay out?

MR, KASPER: They would have to be forced in.

GOVERNOR: Ig there any possibility of 75 or BO% going ahead?

MB, KASPER: I would not say regularly.

MR, OLSON: It has to be 100% before any payments can be aade,

MR, STRONG OF WAHPETON: Wuestion directed to Mr. Simons. Item #10, I suggest
that the percentage be left blank. Put it on a first come, first served basis to eliminpte
the funds in certein counties. I beliebe the Water Commission cen determine this.

MR, SIMONSt TYou prefer that no limitetion be mmde on the mllocation?! It is
proposed that we put it on a first come first served basis. Something depends on how far
along you are on the romd to getting your district organized and whether you think you are
going to be rendy in time to get any shere of this money. I know there is a lot of work
to be done in Richland end a lot of work has been done.

UR, SUTTON FROM CASS: I do not think that is feir because they hawve been going
for a year. They have machines hired and they might say they did not want to move.

MR, DILLON: This limitation is between July 1, 1945, and June 30, 1946. This
money is to last until June 30, 1947. There would be some money left for the 1946-47 con-
struction., The Commission does not feel that 2ll this money should be taken this one period.

MR. BERGESON FROM CASS: I know that so far as eappropriations to this state for
overhead expenses that they have to keep within their limitetions and cannot spend it all
in oneyear. Is the State Water Commission limited to one year?

COMM, SIMONS: It can be spent all at one time in this case. I would like to call
your ettention to the figures worked out by the Agricultural Stetistician who is a technical
nan and not a politician,

QUESTION: Does the change in those percentages have anything to do with the work
that has been done?

MR. DILLON: No, the work does not have mnything to do with these figures,

MR, TBORFINSON OF FORMAN: We wers not included in the first survey, but the con-
ditions were gust as severe in 1943 as 1944. I believe we should work out e plan to use

all these funds in the two years. I do not think that some counties should be left out in
1946 or 1947 and other counties teken care of
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MR, HALFPENNY OF PEMBINA: I do not think that 100% sign-up will ever be possible.
I would like mn interpretation of #6(b). Does that mean a blanket of 33 ceats?

MR, MCKINNON: That is a meximum of 33¢ per acre end will not exceed 334 per acre
of the benefits.

MR. DILLON: 50¢ per acre would mean ebout 83¢ for clean-out for maximum benefits,
You can assess 50¢ end add the 33¢/

¥R, JOENSON OF RICHLAND: The steste law permits you up to $1.00 per acre.

MR, DILLON: 50¢ this year and 50¢ next year.

MR, JOHNSON: With reference to the eppropriation of 1943. is all thatmoney going
to be used. If this monmey is not going to be used, will it go beck into the general fund?

GOVERNOR: Is most of that money out or contracted for?

MR, WALSH: I em sure ell epplications will be in by July 1, 1945.

MR. JOENSON: If it is contracted for, is that OK?

GOVERNOR: Yes.

MR, SIMONS: We have $20,459 to spend before July 1, 1945. Have we any contracts
signed and reedy to go to work?

MR. WALSH: We have no signed contracts.

GOVERNOR: You feel thet mll the money will be used up?

MR, WALSH: Yes.

MR, JOHNSON: I think Mr. Kasper made m statement ps to the $500,000 and thaet
only $48,000 bas been spent. Had the 350,000 been used prior to the Special Session, we
could heve obtained an mdditional appropriation, I think we should use all this money
in 1945. If we find that this money has not been used and enother Speciel Session should
be called, we could not ask for more money. On the basis of the $500,000 and only $48,000
being used,our $240,000 is going to be too much unless we get busy ead uss this money. I
think we should go shead and use all this momey in 1945. It was one of the problems we
hed in getting the appropriation this year.

COMM., ORLADY TO MR, DILLON: Have you in mind any drainage group that could be
signed up 100%. Is it an impossible proposition or are there any districts?

MR. DILLON: I think there mre some that could be signed up 100%. Of courss, the
slze of the project is going to make a difference. Some may be 10 or 15 fermers and some
night heve as high as 100 farmers. I think the small groups are going to be easjer to
get signed up.

COMM, SIMONS: That we allocete a certmin percentage of money to be spent in 1945
to first come first served, say 70% to the first come, firat served. When you figure out
the percentmge of the problems, that should be reasonably fair,

MR. DILLON: I think that would be fair because there are & number of counties
and I think the drain coanmissioners know the difficulty we have had to get the people into
the program, Also on this 100% payment, I do not think you can hold a hearing and get
no votes against it.

MR. BERGESON: I think as far as your present forms are concerned thet if it should
develop before July lst thet the counties have naot 2ll availed themselves of the opportunity
to the extent thet all funds have beenallvcatel, then any remaining funds should be ellocated
to any county thgt is reamdy to teke it on. All money should be sllocated before July lst.
Ag to the year 1945, beginning with the funds thet will be available July 1, I MOVE THAT THE
1944 PERCENTAGES BE ADOPTED, THAT IS FOR THE YEAR 194%. That would be fair to the County
which is ready to go because the appropriation is almost five times as large as in 1943 and
naturally the percentage would give them a substantial increase so that the other counties
could swing into linme. In 1946, if there are counties that mre not going to use the funds
and if the é#ther counties could come in and make application for the momey. I would allocats
2ll this money to the counties for 1945 on the prcentages that were adopted in 1944. If
the counties can use mll this money in 1945 to use it. If there are any funds left in 1946
then the Commission end others can determine it,

MOTION: IT WOULD BE THE SENSE OF THIS CONFERENCE TRAT THE FUKDS BE DISTRIBUTEID
IN THAT MANNER, MOTION SECONDED. .

GOVERNOR: There are some additionsl counties thet were not included in the
allocation.

MR, MATEJCEK OF WALSH COUNTY: I suggest that 80% of the money be allocated to
this progrem and thet 20% be left to other counties that may come in later.
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MR. BERGESON: I am willing to accept that as an amendment to my motion.

MR. MATEJCEK: MOVES THAT THE MOTIOFN BE AMENDED TO READ 80%.

MR. LINDAAS: Seconded the motion.

MR. STRONG: Ditches are completed and the Water Commission has accepted the
ditch. You have a ditch out here that has gone through the regular channels and you
have & certain emount of money ear-marked for that ditch. The time may come around and
the ditch is not completed and there is still some money left,

GOVERNOR: I think we would have to proceed on the basis of the amount of funds
that were provided.

MR. GROOM OF FARGO: Due to the fmct that very few districts have completed plans,
is 8t possible that the counties that have not come in,to still get in?

GOVERNOR: The idea is that the 80% will be for use in the first year and the
remaining 20% can be allocated to other counties and can bs used by eny county that is
ready to use it. After 1945 the counties to which the money has not been uged, the zoney
can be reallocated.

MR. GROOM: Suppose some county hes not done anything and decides to do it later,
how about engineering?

MR. MCKINNOF: We cennot guarantee any engineering assistance.

MR. JORES: Is that allocetion to be spent in 1945 or to July, 19467

GOVERNOR: It is for the firet year in the new biennium.

GOVERNOR: ALL IN FAVOR OF MOTION. MOTION CARRIED,

MR. KASPER: According to the Solicitor, we will have to come in first. I asked
who owns the ditch and was told the County. I think the farmers should request that this
be done end then there would be no trouble.

MR. OLSON: Who owns the ditch?

MR, DILLON: Under the Statute, the right of way is:acquired, the County owns it.

MR, OLSON: Would the Weter Commission demand that the township hwe assessments
for the upkeep.

MR. DILLON: On legal ditches, after constructed, go back into the hands of the
County to maintain the said ditch.

MR. JOHNSON OF RICHLAND: If you are going to ellocate to the various counties
to the first come, first served, the County Commissioners under their duties, they can
go nhead immedimtely. Whereas, if you have new construction there are preliminary steps
to be taken. TYou mre going to be up egainst the situation of ellocating for new dreins
or cleaning out ditches. It is the duty of the County Commissioners to cleen out all
dreins, Whether the assessment is payable over a number of years, any assessment can be
mede in any one yesr end it becomes @ lien on the land. These bonds are payable over
a period of years, but the taxpayer can pay them all in one year. When you have your
meeting, the fact that we have not had more drainage than we heve had, there is no coop~-
eration by the farmers. I MOVE THAT IT IS THE SENSE OF THIS MEETING THAT UNLESS THIS
PROGRAM IS CHANGED TO WHAT IT WAS A YEAR AGO, IT IS NOT WORKABLE AND SOME AMENDMENT HAS
TO BE MADE OR IT IS NOT POSSIBLE T0O DO THIS DRAINAGE WORK. I MOVE THAT IT IS THE SENSE
OF THIS MEETING THAT THE 100% SIGN-UP IS ABSOLUTELY NON-WORKABLE, MCTION SECONDED.

PEMBINA COUNTY REPRESENTATIVE: I wonder if the meeting should not go on record
as presenting & stptement to our Senators in Washington to do everything possible to
elleviate this present condition in order that something may be done in order to further
our efforts toward this object.

GOVERNOR: I think it would be a good idea to send this motion with other state-
nents to our Senators.

MR. XASPER: In view of the limited funds we have, I would like to eek the Soil
Conservetion Service, how much leteral work could be done. We will get our money spent
and I cannot see how the farmer gets much benefit out of these dreins.

MR. JOHANSON: We had the situation of $500,000 being appropristed snd only

$48,000 was used. .

GOVERNOR: Do you think that the motion before this group would be embarrassing
to the AAA? '

MR. KASPER: UNot at all.
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GOVERNOR: Thie motion will stand just es m recommendetion and help to you.

MOTION CARRIED,

MR. BOHN FROM RICHLAND:; TO MR. KASPER: The water cannot get out by itself. It
is right near Wild Rice. Can we get into the AAA for help?

MR, KASPER: No there is no way we could help.

MEETING RECESSED AT 12 NOON UNTIL 1:30 P.M,
MEETING RECONVENED AT 1145 P.M.

A delegation from Grand Forks presented a report relative to the water needs
of the City and stated that pictures would be sent at & leter date, Report filed.

MR. BERGESON: #6 (a) Not to exceed 40% of the actual cost up to $1.60 per
acre. It is not clear whether thet is 40% of the $1,.60 or whether the State will go
up to $1.60,

Comm. Simons: $1.60 is the maximum and not to exceed 40%.,

MR, BERGESON: A AND B. It should be recalled thet the farmers who have old
ditches thet need to be cleaned out, they peid for those with the assistgnce from the
State or Federal Governments, whereas those who did not have any construction aTe getting
new ditches with stete aid. That is one adventage that a hes over b. In the second plece,
I think you will find that the cost under "e" of removal per cubic yard would be propor-
tionately less than under "b". A contractor who removes dirt that has accunulated in
the bottom of the ditch is going to have to pey more than whether he moves less. The
allowance between "a® snd "b" seems to be in favor of "e". The question has been rpised
as to whether the allowance under "b" should be higher.

MR. DILLON: Under the law the clean-out, an assessment of 50¢ per acre can be
mede for cleen out end then edd the 33¢ you have 83¢ per acre.

MH, BERGESON: Is there = legal reason why there cen't be more than 33¢?

ME. DILLON: Thet is 40%.

MR. BERGESON: 1Is 40% legal?

MB. DILLON;: Yes the Stete cannot pey more than 40%, Yot more than the 504 per
year can be assessed.

GOVERNOR: The payment here is besed around the moving of a cubic yerd of dirt
and in the construction of a new ditch you will have a much larger volume of dirt to
move while the cost per unit on clean-out may be larger.

MR. JOHNSON: I am inclined to agree with Mr, Bergeson, If these regulations are
edopted you heve taken into consideration just the mssessment that has been made. I know
that on the cleam-out jobs in Richland, 51% would not be emough. If you proceed under
2 petition they mre beirgdiscriminated against under this 33¢ limit. When you put the
33¢ limit, it is going to mean that the maximum will not be over 25% and in some cases
not over 15%

MR. JOHNSON MOVED THAT THE 33¢ BE CHARGED TO 75¢. Motion Seconded.

GOVERNCR: Is there going to be any violation or difficulty if the only limita-
tion is going to be 40% and lenve out the amount that it might be per mcre. Are we
going to rum into any difficulty?

COMM, SIMONS: Should we undertake to maintain these ditches, we can't expect
to do it indefinitely.

GOVERNCR: That is one reason why it should be left at 33@

MR. BERGESOW: I can see Mr. Simons' views, that the ditches now in were paid for
and we should try to get something going.

MR. JOHNSON: Your clean-out jobs have run charges ebout as high &s new construc-
tion., The reamson for this is that in some dreins the trees have grown up along the drain
and that is a big expense. Some dreins were constructed 20 years ago. I think the fellow
who is clesning out the dreins is entitled to ms much as the fellow constructing new
drains.

MR. HASKIN: I believe one thing thet is being missed is we talk about cleaning
out a drain, we are putting it beck in originel condition. You can call it e clean-out but

it reelly is & reconstruction job. It seems that there might be some consideration
given to this.
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MR, MATEJCEEK: Don't you petition to abandon an o0ld drein mnd construct e new one
under the new law? If the jJob is too big for & clean-out, you petition to abgndon the
0ld ones.

MAR. DILLON: Yes.

GOVERNOR: If the old clean-out job is big enough to run over 33¢#, would it be
better to construct & new one?

MR, DILLOK: Only exceptional cases.

MOTION IS THAT THE 33¢ BE CHANGED TO 75#. MOTION CARRIED,

GOVERNOR: That will stand as a recommendation to the Water Commission.

GOVERNOR: The other question that the Water Commission has in mind is one in
sound ing out you people as to the emount of initimtive end opinion that is going to come
for this program. Have you mny report mas to the local jinterest thet we might expect?

RICHLAND COUNTY; -~ MR, STBONG: At a recent meeting of the Boerds, etc. interested
ihis matter was discussed at length. If weather permits, a lot of dirt will be movead.
There are ebout 100 miles of drains. There are 5,000,000 L.Ft. applied for through AAA.
Conditions will decide whether this will be. eccomplished. I do not think ell work thet has
been applied for will be done. There is very little difference in the number of acres
flooded between the years of 1943 end 1944. We mre going to hit the ball. We have a good
organization and we have locmnlities that mre going along. We are orgenized to accept all
the money the Water Commission will push down that way.

CASS COUNTY: Hes one cleam~cut job under const¥uction and the drainage board has
several applications in, We heve some clean-out Jobs that ere resdy to be let and are
to be edvertised next weelk.

TRAILL COUNTY . MR, LINDAAS: We hgve gquite a fow drains that we want to clean out
end as I understand it, we heve some money coming from the Water Commissiorn for the work
lest year. So far I do not know of any territory that has an epplication for & new drain.
Cur problem is pll cleen out work. It seems there are so many thet are to throw in money,
but I wes told the cther day thet Cess County hed got 40% of the cost of the clean-out
from somebody mnd that wes supposed to de a Federal Land Bank zen who told the story., That
statement caused » lot of confusion.

GOVEHNOR: The biggest question is the question thet is in the minds of the local
pepple ms to who is responsible to get the drainage work under operetion. Who is going to
dovit. My understending is that the responsibility is pretty much in the hands of the
local people. They will have to get together and decide what they want done. If they want
drainage, then there is mn opportunity to get help fyom the Soil Conservation Service, AAA
and the Water Commission. The first responsibility rests with the local people. After the
organization is completed, then the other organizations will help.

GOVERNOR: From the discussicn this morning it was very evident thet there is sonme
uncertainty as to just how ective these mgencies can participate in this program. The
initiative must come from the people of the local community. The purpose of this meeting
is two fold. We want to give you &ll the information we have and we want to get all the
information from you of locel needs snd that is why we are encouraging you to say what
You have to sey.

GRAND FORKS COUNTY: We are reedy to move in. We have B7 miles of drairs to be
taken care of.

GOVERNOR: Hes that been contracted for?

GRAND FORKS CCUNTY: We expect the new appropriation to take care of this end for
87 miles to be taken care of. ,

WALSH COUNTY - MR. RINDE: We have 7 or 8 petitions filed, Some are small end
some may go through. We have some larger ones that will involve a lot of dirt yazrdage
and this new situation we got this morn}ing, there is a question whether the large ones
will go through on account of the AAA, 1 think the small ones we will be able to get
100% sign-up so we cen qualify for the B¢ per yard. We are ready to go. We have cade
assessnents on 2 and will make assessasnts on more in e short time,

PEUBINA COUKNTY: We have a drainoge board. I think we expended ell the funds we
hed allotted last year. I think we have more miles of dreins than any other. 1 do not
think we can get cooperation unless we can get AAA straightened out. There are 2 very
large drains involved., I do anot think the AAA will work. I do not think we will be able

to get the 100% sign-up.
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GOVERNOR: If you do not qualify for AAA will you go ehead?

MR, HALFPENNY OF PEMBINA: I doudt whether we can go mhead without AAA. Some of
the new ones will go ahead and some clean-cut jobs, but the larger ones will probably not go.

COVERROR: If you do not qualify for AAA you need Just 51% and can make the essess-

ments?

MR. HALFFENNY: VYes.

MR. FELSON3 PEMBINA COUNTY DRAINAGE COMMISSIONER: We heve & drain and survey
ready, but it runs up to Cavalier County and they heve no Dreinage Board end are very
reluctent in appointing one. According to the survey, we hove 2,400 acres in the drainage
area and 2,400 acres in Cevalier County. Our people do not feel they want to carry the
burden of this cost without any help from Cavalier County. If the Water Commission could
help out in this respect to get Cavelier County to appoint e Dreirage Commissiconer, the
map Mr. Dillon hes shows the situation.

GOVERNOE: You cannot complete the drain for just your own county. Is there
further information.

MR, DILLON: Cavalier County has no Drainsge Bosrd and there is no vway Cavalier
cen act until they appoint a Board.

SPEAKER: There ere practically 3,000 acres in Cavalier County and 2,200 in
Ponbina County. The Internmtionel Boundary Line runs awey from the Pembina River. A roed
has Ueen built mlong the north boundery and emst of Neche. We have petitions from farmers
who heve been harmed. There is a romd, but no culverts or anything. A lot of damage has
been caused.

GOVERNOR: It is up to the people of Cavalier County to take the initistive.

MR. KASPER: Traill County seys the assessments have been made. If that is the cease,
we cannot go in there or we would be peying the taxes of the people.

SPEAKER: Can & County that is reedy to go, construct e drain up to the County Line
without help from the cther County?

MR. ACKER: TYou cennot construct m ditch in your county if the farmers on the other
side ere flooded so that they would be injured.

MR. GROOM: I think it is up to the Pembina County to get the Manitoba Group to do
something about the situstion.

MR. FRLSON: We did tmke the matter up with the Public Works of Manitoba and it
was admitted that the road should not be there. We must have documentary evidence,

COMM. THOMPSON: It seems to me that the Water Commission or somebody should write
to the State Department and ses what can be done ebout Canada.

GOVERNOR: I presume that some survey would have to be mede up there first,

MR. DILLON: I know thet Mr. Felscn has written to Secretary Hull and if Pembine
County wants documentery evidence, I think the Watsr Commission should .make & gurvey. Mr,
Felson wants the assistance of the Weter Commission.

GOVERNOR: Is this survey necessary to go beyond Pembina County?

MR, FELSON: It should go through to the hills, about 4 miles into Cavalier County.

SARGENT COUNTY: ¥We have 100 miles of ditch thet needs cleaning. The worst part
is in the northeast pert of the County. Plans have been mede. 7 miles of new ditch. We
will be ready to move ahesd. ]

DICKEY COUNTY: No representative.

LAMOURE COUNTY: No representative.

RANSOM COUNTY: We hpve & few miles of ditch to be constructed. We hsve our petitior
and are working on it. I think there ere mbout 14 miles on the Ti#i-County Ditck, Richiend,
Sergent and Ponnsom. We figure recomstruction and making it larger as it was too smell in
the first plece. We expect to be remndy pretty quick,

GOVERNOR: Do you have your engineering work done?

RANSOM COUNTY: Not yet.

GOVERNCR: What sre the prospects of getting that done.

RANSOM COUNTY: I 2o nct know.

MR, MCKISNNCN: The prospects ere very good. As soon as they get the Board of
Supervisors end mpply for assistance, we will mct. That is true in Sargent County too.

I would like to say that 90% of this whole dreinage problem, the answer to the speed at
which it will move, is in the locel people, If they hold back like they did lastyear,
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it won't go forwaerd. We got & late start and went mhesd before a lot of stuff was
completed rather than see the equipment idle. If the mein drains are not to be pro-
vided, there is no object in us doing enything. If they get together that 1s all that
is necessary. We have s very short construction sesson in North Dekote. There is no
use starting in September when we should stert in May or June.

THE GENERAL MEET ING ADJOURNED AT 2:45 P.M,
THE WATER COMMISSICN MEETING RECESSED UNTIL 4 P.M,

Governor Aandahl called the meeting to order at 4 P.M. Commissioners Simons,
Orledy and Thompson; J. J. Welsh, Acting Secretary; Wilson M. Leird, State Geologist:

A. L. Greenlee; A J. Dexter; W. G. Sloen; Bruce Johnson; W. P. Tarbell; and Fred
Hagen present at the meeting.

MR, LAIRD: A copy of the Proposed Budget for Progrem for Ground-Water Investi-
getions was handed to each menmber of the Water Commission. How much cooperastion do
you wish to meke with the U. S. Government; the smount you want to make availsble to
the vgrious projeects throughout the State! also to be considered is the allotmernt cof
this money to the various projects, There are 3 major types to be considered: Municipel
Studies; Regional Studies and Observation Well Program. We have decided that the munic-
ipal studies are most important, 60% and 20% for the other two. Budget July 1, 1945,
to June 30, 1946. ’

GOVERNOR: Have any of the members any idees about this percentage?

MR. LAIRD: I think the communities should contribute some money to these studies.

GOVERNOR: The Federal Government will match the $25,0007

MR, LAIRD; Yes.

GOVERNOR: Will they match $50,0001

MR. GREEBLEE: They would if the man power can be provided.

GOVERNCR: If we collect from the cities, will the Federal Government metch the
funds? :

MR, GREENLEE: The Federsl Government will metch any amount if the man power is
available.

COMM. ORLADY moved that the plan submitted by Mr, Laird, State Geologist, and the
budget be accepted. Comm. Simons seconded the motion. Roll cell takern with Commissioners
Orlady, Simons, Thompson and Governor voting aye. Motion carried.

Conm, Simons moved that the Commission mdopt the poliecy of reguiring a 25% con-
tribution of the total cost from the cities for which the Conmission does work in water
geology. Comm. Thoempson seconded the motion. Motion carried.

" Comm, Orlady moved that Mr. laird be suthorized to negotiate for matching the
$25,000 with the Federal Government. Comm. Simons seconded the motion, Roll call taken
with Commissioners Simons, Orlady, Thompson and Governor voting aye. Motion carried.

MR. LAIRD: I believe the Water Commission agreed to help the City of Fargo to the
amount of $2500. Is that $2500 to come out of this $25,000 or out of some other fund?

Comm. Simons moved that the Chaeirman and Secretary of the Commission be muthorized
to enter into & contract with the U. S. Geologicel Survey, the City of Fargo and County
of Cass in North Dakotam, and the Stete of Minnesots, the City of Moorheed and the County
of Clay, in Minnesota, for a cooperative ground water survey in the Red River Valley; the
objective of such survey being to provide a water supply for the cities of Fargo, N. D.
and Moorhead, Minn., if possidle. It is understood and agreed that the Commission's
contribution to the cost of such work shall be limited to $2500, said contribution to
be taken from Item 1llb in its current budget, and thet the contract to be entered into
shall be epproved by the Attorney General as to form. Conm. Orledy seconded the motion.

Seid motion mede and seconded, but no mction to be taken until the recessed ameet-
ing on April 19, in Bismarck. .

Messrs. Laird and Greenlee left the meeting at 4:50 P,M.

Discussion on the Contrect between the Water Commission and the Bureasu of Reclaa-
stion. Mr. Sloan reed the contract.
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The following is to be mdded to #9 of the Contract: "and copies thereof will
be furnished the Conmission at its request." Also the following is to be edded to
(2) under Itew 4: "including municipal, power, irrigation and ground weter recherge
by means of gravity or pumping diversion from the Garrison Reservoir,"

Comz. Thompson moved that the proposed Contract submitted to the Commission by
Mr, Sloan on behalf of the Bureau of Reclamation be submitted to Washington with the
two changes recommended and made a part of the Contract. Comm. Orlady seconded the

motion. Motion carried.
Meeting recessed at 5:45 F. M., and is to recoavene in Bismarck et 9130 o'clock

A. M. Thursday, April 19, in the Water Commission Office.

Respectfully submitted,

dﬁ#g}ihg Secretary

ATTEST:

Ny Y

Chairman

1



